NECESSITY OF S E LF -TRANS G END EN CE
no more than duplicate the temporal organization of
society, and bind the burden of a double government
on the patient back of the labourer and the artisan.
Now not the Church as a pattern and school of social
hierarchy, but Christian inspiration as the source of
the strivings of the secular society, was required if
Christianity was still to be the vehicle of more abund-
ant life. Not the remote and uncomprehending
adoration of a mystery of power was now required of
men who were beginning to lift their heads from
bending over the furrow, but the reception into their
hearts of the open secret of the kingdom of God. St.
Peter, who, by the alchemy of history, had become the
progenitor of the Popes of Rome, had now to be
reincarnated in the listening fisherman which he was.
Splendid had been the race of Pontiffs which he had all
unknowingly begotten; but it belonged to the heart of
the Christian paradox that the majesty of the Church
must die and be reborn. 'Except a corn of wheat .. .*
With the rendering of the Gospels into the vulgar
tongue, Christ began to speak to his own again. His
veritable words, the accent of his voice, pierced through
the silent centuries and echoed in men's hearts in the
countryside. No longer they saw him through a glass
darkly, but now face to face. He did not speak in an
unintelligible language to tell them of consolations
beyond the grave, as they had been taught. He had
not spoken to the wise at all; he had spoken, as he was
speaking now, to the simple and the poor glad tidings
of great joy, and to the priests of the mystery he had
spoken, as he was speaking now. 'Woe unto you,
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